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Synopsis

The beloved and award-winning novel now available in a new format with a great new cover!When
Wesley Boone writes a poem for his high school English class, some of his classmates clamor to
read their poems aloud too. Soon they’re having weekly poetry sessions and, one by one, the
eighteen students are opening up and taking on the risky challenge of self-revelation. There’s Lupe
Alvarin, desperate to have a baby so she will feel loved. Raynard Patterson, hiding a secret behind
his silence. Porscha Johnson, needing an outlet for her anger after her mother OD’s. Through the
poetry they share and narratives in which they reveal their most intimate thoughts about themselves
and one another, their words and lives show what lies beneath the skin, behind the eyes, beyond

the masquerade.
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Customer Reviews

Open Mike Friday is everyone’s favorite day in Mr. Ward’s English class. On Fridays, his 18
high-school students dare to relax long enough to let slip the poets, painters, readers, and dreamers
that exist within each of them. Raul Ramirez, the self-described "next Diego Rivera," longs "to show
the beauty of our people, that we are not all banditos like they show on TV, munching cuchfritos and
sipping beer through chipped teeth." And while angry Tyrone Bittings finds dubious comfort in
denying hope: "Life is cold. Future?...wish there was some future to talk about. | could use me some
future," overweight Janelle Battle hopes to be seen for what she really is: "for | am coconut / and the
heart of me / is sweeter / than you know" They are all here: the tall girl, the tough-talking rapper, the
jock, the beauty queen, the teenage mom, the artist, and many more. While it may sound like

another Breakfast Club rehash, Grimes uses both poetry and revealing first-person prose to give



each character a distinct voice. By book’s end, all the voices have blended seamlessly into a
multicultural chorus laden with a message that is probably summed up best by pretty girl Tanisha
Scott’s comment, "l am not a skin color or a hank of wavy hair. | am a person, and if they don’t get
that, it’s their problem, not mine." But no teen reader will have a problem with this lyrical mix of
many-hued views. (Ages 12 and older) --dennifer Hubert --This text refers to the Library Binding

edition.

When a high school teacher in the Bronx begins to host open-mike poetry in his classroom on
Fridays, his students find a forum to express their identity issues and forge unexpected connections
with one another. Grimes’s (Jazmin’s Notebook) creative, contemporary premise will hook teens,
and the poems may even inspire readers to try a few of their own. The poetic forms range from
lyrics penned by aspiring rapper Tyrone to the concrete poem of a budding Puerto Rican painter
Raul (titled "Zorro" and formed as the letter "Z"). Ultimately, though, there may be too many
characters for the audience to penetrate deeply. The students in Mr. Ward’s English class
experience everything from dyslexia and low self-esteem to teenage motherhood and physical
abuse. The narrators trade off quickly, offering only a glimpse into their lives. Not even Tyrone, who
breaks in after each student’s poem to offer some commentary, comes fully to life. The students’
poems, however, provide some lasting images (e.g., overweight Janelle, who is teased for her "thick
casing," writes, "l am coconut,/ and the heart of me/ is sweeter/ than you know"). Any one of these
students could likely dominate a novel of his or her own, they simply get too little time to hold the
floor here. Ages 12-up. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the

Library Binding edition.

My son loved the book-this has been the only book | was able to get him to read all the way through

this summer.

This is a good book ans it shows how different races can connect and have peace with each other.

So | have this book 5 stars

Good movie. Worth seeing.

My Young Scholars Book Club thoroughly enjoyed this book. It kept them engaged and triggered

heartfelt discussions.



| loved it because | could relate to how the people in the book feel

great book, perfect condition

Very good book. Had to purchase this book for my son 7th grade reading project.

At first it was assigned for school but then | began to read it for joy and pleasure . | really do like

reading about life so this book was one of those books that really blew me away with the different

stories and after reading | feel like it changed me for some reason lol
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